Dr. Lorett Chen - Creative Director, Academic, Artiste

Harper's Bazaar describes Dr Loretta Chen as “a force of nature”, The Straits Times labels
her “a Rebel with a Twist” and a “Wild Thing” whilst The Peak calls her a “critical arts
entrepreneur”.

Be it “wild thing”, “rebel” or “entrepreneur”, Loretta cuts a prominent figure in both the
hallowed halls of academia and in the entertainment arena. This multi-talented scholar-
turned-creative director topped her Masters’ cohort at the prestigious Royal Holloway
College, University of London and is the first doctoral scholar in Theatre Studies from UCLA-
NUS. She pioneered the Creative Communications, Drama and Creativity, Innovation &
Enterprise (CIE) programs in Singapore Polytechnic and is an Associate Lecturer in NUS,
LASALLE, NAFA and NTU. Academia aside, Loretta directs various high-profile theatrical
and large scale commissioned events.

Her directorial credits in London include Caryl Churchil’'s A Mouthful of Birds, Harold
Pinter's One for the Road and 15" century morality play, Everyman amongst others. As
one of the few bilingual directors in Singapore, she has directed several Mandarin
productions including 13 Shaolin (a Singapore-China collaboration), 24 Pieties, Lot No. 8
and Ten Brothers which garnered 4 nominations at the Life Theatre Awards including Best
Director. Her other directing credits include the internationally acclaimed 251, a “fresh,
inspired and victorious” production of The Vagina Monologues (2006, 2008), two sold-out
seasons of The Swimming Instructor, Postcards from Rosa, MAGICBOX and the
“‘ingenious” What the Butler Saw. She also directed the Asian Premiere of the Broadway
classic, Victor/Victoria (nominated for 2 Life Theatre Awards) starring international jazz
sensation Laura Fygi and Grammy-nominated trumpeter, Ron King.

Loretta is also often commissioned by government bodies, statutory boards and corporations
to helm their various campaigns and initiatives. These include the annual Career Fair
organized by the Ministry of Manpower, Service Excellence Day for the Singapore Police
Force, official launch of the Festive Crime Prevention campaign by the National Crime
Prevention Council, SMRT’s Eco Challenge and Go Green events, Singtel | Media launch,
People’s Association’s 1t’s All About YOUth! and the inaugural President’s Design
Awards.

Loretta also directs specially commissioned musicals for corporations. Examples of these
are Fly Me to the Moon, Singapore’s longest running musical for the Civil Aviation Authority
of Singapore, What’s Cash?, a musical commissioned by NETS, Pages of Singapore for
Singapore Press Holdings, The Suspect for the National Crime Prevention Council, No
More Cocoa for Pfizer and Love: In Stores Now for Orchard Central. Loretta’s illustrious
and satisfied clients include Capitaland, People’s Association, Sony, Philips, Far East
Organization, Underwater World, Beam Global Asia amongst many others.



A much sought after emcee and host, Loretta’s list of corporate clients include F1, BEX
ASIA, Sony, Sony-Ericsson, Philips, UBS, POSB, Kaplan, Nucleus Connect, NUS,
Singapore Environment Council, SMRT and Singapore Press Holdings.

In 2009, Loretta received the Martell Rising Personalities Award and was nominated as a
Nominated Member of Parliament (NMP). Loretta is one of the faces in Hermes’ P.S. | Silk
You campaign and joins the ranks of Naomi Campbell and Robert Pattinson in The Body
Shop’s Stop Sex Trafficking project. She is a frequent face in the media and has been
featured in The Peak, The Business Times, The Straits Times, The New Paper, TODAY and
all major publications.

She remains actively involved in various social campaigns and charity outreach projects and
consults at various creative agencies including Spinn, VM&SD, Star Mission and 360
Productions, an international creative production house with headquarters in USA, Canada
and Singapore. 360 Productions is the Asian arm of J Phillips Creative Management that
provides action direction to major Hollywood blockbusters such as Salt, Eclipse, Pirates of
the Caribbean, Kung Fu Panda, Charlie’s Angels and the upcoming movie, Thor.

She is currently directing a short film, Tapestry (working title) commissioned by the People’s
Association which will be released in late February. She has also been invited to stage The
Vagina Monologues in Toronto, Canada as part of the International Women’s Day
celebrations, come March 2011.



Loretta Chen’s Curriculum Vitae (Creative)

Last updated August 2010

Selected Events (As Director)

2010 Zespri Magical Journey

2009 Singtel I Media Launch

2008 Civil Service College
Excellence Day

2007 Lakerol Promotion Launch

2007 Singapore Police Force

2007 S’pore Nurses Association

2007 J Steel Company Dinner

2006 People’s Association PAYM

2006 President’s Design Awards

2006 Creative Directors Awards

2006 Caribbean By The Bay

2006 Career Fair

2006 Continental Birthday Bash

2005 Pages of Singapore

2005 Soho@Central

2005 What's Cash?

2004 The Suspect

2004 The Legend of Chang-er

Selected Theatre (As Director)

2009 Victor/Victoria

2009 What The Butler Saw
2008 The Vagina Monologues
2008 The Magic Box

2008 Theatre Idols

2007 Postcards from Rosa
2007 The Critic

2007 251

2007 The Swimming Instructor
2006 Once Familiar

2006 Let Me Entertain You
2006 The Vagina Monologues
2005 10 Brothers

2004 24 Pieties

2004 13 Shaolin

Starring Jeremy Lee
Starring Hatta Said
Starring Magdalene See

Starring Amy Cheng
Starring Irene Ang, Amy Cheng

Starring Gurmit Singh
Inaugural event honoring Best
Designers in Singapore

Starring Paerin Choa

Starring Beatrice Chia-Richmond
Starring Hossan Leong

Part of S’pore Fashion Week05
Starring Cheryl Miles

Starring Edmund Chen

Staring Darius Tan,Celine R Tan

Starring Laura Fygi

Starring Vernetta Lopez

2 Life! Award Nominations
Starring Lawrence Khong
Starring Timothy Nga

Starring Neo Swee Lin

Starring Mark Zee & Debra Teng
2 Life! Award Nominations
March & May 2007 season
Featuring George Chan

Starring Leigh McDonald
Starring Annabelle Francis

4 Life! Award Nominations
Starring Edric Hsu & Paerin Choa
Starring Shaolin Monks

Selected School Productions (As Director)

2010 Huff!

2007 Joseph & His Dreams
2007 Scruples

2006 Hip-Hopera

2006 Sing To The Dawn
2006 Clash

Selected Theatre (as Actor)

2008 Disturbing Mavis
2007 Hitting (On) Women
2006 Fairy God Father
2005 Ten Brothers

2004 Poetry In the Flesh
2004 Passion Play

2003 Hearing Voices

2002 Arty Party

1999 Antigone

1999 Elements

1999 35@2000

1999 Tortoise & The Rabbit
1998 Walking Into Doors
1998 Mama Looking For Her

Cat

Awarded GOLD.

Awarded SILVER.

Co-Directed with Jeremiah Choy
Based on the book by Min-Fong Ho

Lead
Supporting Lead
Lead

Mother (Lead)
Ensemble

Girl (Lead)
Ensemble
Ensemble
Antigone(Lead)
Mother(Lead)
Debbie Tay (Lead)
Lead

Lead

Ensemble

Health Promotion Board
Zebra Crossing & Singtel
Fly Entertainment & CSC.

Qwerks

Fly & S’pore Police Force

Fly & S’pore Nurses Association
J Steel Singapore Pte Ltd

PAYM

Design Council Singapore

SMRT, AIS.

Keppel Bay

Ministry of Manpower

Red-Berri Productions

AdAsia, Singapore Press Holdings
Far East Organization

NETS Singapore

National Crime Prevention Council
Civil Aviation Authority of
S’pore(CAAS)

Zebra Crossing

Zebra Crossing

Zebra Crossing

Gateway Entertainment
Action Theatre

Action Theatre

Short & Sweet

Toy Factory Productions
Action Theatre

Esplanade Recital Studio

I Theatre & The Arts House
NUS Theatre Society

Toy Factory Theatre Ensemble
Toy Factory Theatre Ensemble
Bigman Productions

Serangoon Junior College
Orangedot & SYF

Qwerks & SYF

NUS Theatre Studies Programme
CHIJ St Theresa’s Convent

St Margaret’s Secondary School

People’s Choice Award

Action Theatre dir. Samantha Scott
Indig-NATION, dir. by Jeremiah Choy
Toy Factory Theatre Ensemble
STAGES

STAGES

Theatreworks

Theatreworks

Royal Holloway, University of London
Ingot Arts

Action Theatre

Theatreworks

The Necessary Stage

Toy Factory Theatre Ensemble



1998 Got To Go..Play Till

Dawn
1997 Ba-Bu-Ba-Bah
1996 Flying Circus Project

Ensemble

Selected TV & Film Productions (As Actor)

2009 Dirty Bitch Doctor (Lead)
2007 The Swimming Instructor Substance (Guest)
2005 Early Morning Awakening Emily Gan(Lead)
2005 Incredible Tales Small Mamasan
2004 More Than One Sister (Supporting)
2004 Urban Conversations Lead

2003 Why Should We Employ You? Lead

2002 Phua Chu Kang Director (Guest)
2002 All My Presents Girlfriend

1999 Molotov Cocktails Girl (Lead)

1999 Lunch Time Girl (Lead)

Selected Television Commercials (As Actor)

2007 Launch of Hi-Def TV
2004 The One in the Shower
1999 Max Fan Talk

As Self
Lead
As Self

Selected Celebrity Endorsements/Sponsorships

2010 Stop Sex Trafficking
2010 Dermalogica Skincare
2009 Hermes PS I Silk You
2009 Dew Water

2009 MAC Cosmetics

2009- Kim Robinson Hair Salon

Selected Events (As Host)

2010 F1

2010 Nat’l Sustainability Conf.
2010 Apple Epicentre Launch
2010 Zespri

2010 Sony Ericsson

2010 Nescafe Launch

2009 FLA Opening

2008 Lead Offering

2008 Launch of Ambiscene
2008 Launch of CNG

2007 S’pore Acrylic D&D
2007 Philips Arcitec

2007 K9 Kulture Opening
2007 SMRT Challenge

2007 S’pore River Raft Race
2007 Kaplan Official Opening
2007 Asia Life Awards & Dinner
2007 Kaplan Roadshows
2007 Lam Soon Product Launch
2007 J Steel Company Dinner
2006 SMRT Awareness Launch
2006 POSB Opening

2006 End of Year Bash

2006 Picket & Rail Xmas Fair
2006 Ride SMRT, Go Places
2006 Launch of Go Green
2006 Singtel Christmas Fair
2006 Dopod Launch

2006 Sony Vaio Launch

2006 Sony Microvault Launch
2006 May Day Rally

2006 Election’06 Rally

As Self
As Self
As Self
As Self
As Self
As Self

Various Locations
National Univ of S’pore
Marina Bay Sands
Various Schools
AMK Hub
Various locations
Suntec City
UBS
Suntec City
CNG Mandai
Carlton Hotel
Various locations
K9 Kulture Kampus
Various locations

Co-hosted with DJ Jeremy Ratnam

Kaplan City Campus
Swissotel

Various locations

Various locations

Meritus Mandarin

Various SMRT locations
Co-hosted with Kym Ng

Q Bar

Parkway Parade

Various locations

Various locations

Suntec Convention Centre
Jewel Box, Velvet Underground
OUB Centre

Orchard Cineleisure

Suntec Convention Centre for
7000 pax inc PM Lee,MM Lee,
Ministers of State, Ministers
Hosted rallies for SM Goh, Mr

George Yeo, Mr Lim Swee Say and

4

Theatreworks

NUS Theatre Studies Programme

Theatreworks

Sun Koh

Action Theatre
Freestate Productions
P5 Productions

MTO Prod, London College of Printing

Aporia Films
Singapore Polytechnic
Mediacorp Studios

Wee Li Lin for Digital Compassion’02

Heman Chong for TNS
Wee Li Lin

Panasonic Hi-Def TV
Olympus
Cinemax

The Body Shop
Leonard Drake
Hermes

Food Xervices
MAC Cosmetics
Kim Robinson

F1
National Univ of S’pore
Visibility & Apple
Health Promotion Board
Sony Ericsson

Nescafe

FLA

UBS

Philips

CNG

S’pore Arcylic Pte Ltd

Philips

K9 Kulture

SMRT

Singapore Polytechnic

Kaplan Inc

Asia Life Insurance

Kaplan Group

Lam Soon

J Steel Pte Ltd

SMRT

POSB

Entrepreneur Organisation(EO)

Picket & Rail

SMRT

Singapore Environment Council

Singtel

Dopod International

Sony Singapore

MTV Asia

Orangedot Productions for NTUC.

People’s Action Party



2006

2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2005
2005
2005
2004

various MP Elects, Ministers of

State and Ministers

SM Goh Chok Tong Host
Dialogue

Mattel March Madness Host
Philips InfraRed Launch Host
Caribbean by the Bay Host
Singapore River Raft Race  Host
Uniquely Singapore Race Host
Sony Style X Microvault Host
Fun Galore with Mattel Host
Philips Trade Launch Host
National Day Ceremony Host

Scholarships and Awards

2005-
2010
2000-
2002
1999

Full PhD Tuition & Research Fellowship
Full PhD Tuition & Research Fellowship

Overseas Study Grant

Other Awards & Honourable Mentions

People’s Action Party

Mattel

Philips

Keppel Bay

Singapore Polytechnic

NTU and Singapore Tourism Board

Sony

Mattel

Philips

Singapore Polytechnic

National University of Singapore

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)

National Arts Council

Pernod Ricard

Short & Sweet Singapore
Action Theatre

Mr Singapore International
People’s Association Youth
Movement

Young PAP

Singapore Press Holdings
NUS

Channel News Asia
Discovery Travel & Living

Radio Corporation of
Singapore
UCLA

University of London, Royal
Holloway

Radio Corporation of
Singapore

2009 Rising Personality Award Recipient

2008 People’s Choice Award — Disturbing Mavis Lead Actor

2008 Awarded Associate Artistic Directorship -

2007 Mr Singapore Grand Finals Judge

2007 PAYM Policy Forum “Living & Staying Panelist/Speaker

Overseas: Home Away from Home”

2007 YP Forum with Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew Guest

2006 Life Theatre Awards 2006 Nomination Best Director

2005 Awarded Full Research Fellowship and 1%t Candidate

Scholarship awarded.

2005 CNA Audition Me - Travel Host Top Ten

2004 Discovery Asia Search for Host Asia’s Top Three
Finalist

2004 Perfect 10 DJ Hunt Top Ten Finalist

2000 Awarded Full Research Fellowship and First Singaporean

Scholarship Woman to be
awarded this
honor.

1999 Valedictorian of MA (Theatre) Top Scholar
(Distinction)in MA
cohort

1998- Producer Presenter GOLD 90 FM

1999

Training

2005-2010 PhD Theatre

2000-2002 PhD (A.B.D) Theatre

1999-2000 MA (Distinction) Theatre Studies

1995-1999 BA(Hons)English Language & Theatre Studies

1993-1994 A’Levels with “S”-Level Distinction in Literature

1989-1992

National University of Singapore
University of California, Los
Angeles, (UCLA), transferred to
NUS.

Royal Holloway, University of
London

National University of Singapore
Anglo-Chinese Junior College



Selection of Recent Press Coverag

THE PERSON TO WATCH

LORETTA CHEN
Artistic director of

theatre company
Zebra Productions

The Peak, October 2009

A CRITICAL
MONOLOGUE

Loretta Chen, the director of critically
acclaimed plays like the Vagina
Monologues, talks about courting
controversy and promoting arts
entrepreneurship.

TEXTSU ¢ NG PHOYO T
ART DIRECTION CHUA ¥ E Pt
CHAIR | QUNGE &
SHOT ON LOCATION SPA

One should not court controversy just for the sake
of creating a controversy, but it must be an issue that
needs to be addressed and it takes research, time

and commitment to create a coherent argument and

a controversial one at that requires a healthy sense
of self, a supportive network sys f family and
friends who believe in you, a deep sense of humility,
a keen appetite for adventure and an immense
capacity for humour.

| hope to see the art equivalent of Spring

Singapore which could be established to help

younger artists For starters, there could be the

small creative companies versus big corporate pli
Various corporations also venturing into the
medium, thereby threatening the viability of these
smaller theatre companies

Finally, | hope the th

fiNg, as 1t

THE PEAK octose
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Star Bucks

Bigspender or peany-puncher? Stars speak thelr mmd on money ialters
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MALAYSIA
Abdullah may not
seek re-election

BE INSPIRED

Zap for daily inspiration.
Win a Nikon Digital
Camera! PaGE 9
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NOTTHAT BAD
Drogba back
within ‘weeks,
not months’
SPORTS 56

A lively, comedic take
on a quiet classic

MAYO MARTIN
mayodmediacarp. cum. g

YOU'VE seen one, you've seen them all
the saying goes. Not so with this version of
The Vaagina Monologues (TVM),

Despite this reviewer's initial doubts
on the wisdom of choosing an arguably
over-éxposed piece as an inaugural pro-
duction for new theatre company Zebra
Crossing, director Loretta Chen has admi-
rably eschewed conventions for a unique
take on TVM (which is not an easy thing
considering how notoriously hands-on the
playwright Eve Ensler is).

Instead of three performers, there are
nine, Sombre and minimalist? No, thank
you, we're having fun,

Hence, monologues are shuffled
around, public service announcements
flashed onscreen along with video Inter-
views of three prominent theatre person-
alities on motherhood, a clinical “vagina
workshop™ is re-imagined as an army boot-
camp led by a hyperactive drill sergeant

55100 onlise at MtpSwww businesstimes.com sg
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THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES

with a French accent, shrill “schoolgiris™
descend on the audience waving thelr (un-
used) sanitary napkins, and, seemingly out
of nowhere, someone actually does a sexy
pole dance. Naughty, naughty ..

Barring uneven scene transitions,
{opening night jitters, most likely) TVM

o Lo sy

CORSEN AL 1AM

was without a doubt a lively theatrical ride.
There was a conscious effort to localise the
experience, with phrases in Tamil, Malay
and Chinese dialects thrown around,

That said, the flashy approach tends
to occasionally distract, diffusing some of
the more intimate, disturbing moments

MEA 1 1 10mToe

Hilarious mix of sex and mayhem

By AMANDA DE GUTMAM
A A", e dur o

10

of what is by nature a confessional piece
of text.

Despite a few over-the-top moments,
new talent Eleine Ng showed a flair for
the comedic with her scene depicting the
various ways of moaning.

Soulsinger Asha Edmund's own spiels
on, er, hair “down there* and how to pro-
nounced “c**t" were tight and snappy.
Transsexuval Elnina recounting a trans-
formative experience was a bit too dra-
matic but intense, nevertheless

My favourite was veteran actress Loke
Loo Pin deadpanning her way through a
monologue as a dignified old lady recount-
Ing her first sexual awakening. Too shy to
even say the word “vagina®, she flashes a
V" sign instead — which could very well
stand for the ward “victory”, too,

While Chen's approach was a littie
too much for a play whose pawer lies in
the intimacy that monologues offer, we're
inclined to give it a “V" sign for being fun
and, more important, fresh.

Today, Oct 2008

THE BUSINESS TIMES

Fridhy, February 13, 2009

The Business Times, Feb 2009
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By AMANDA DE GUHZIMAN
CASTING Laura Fygi in the
il rolesroios of Vicio o Vie-
Lorie was a4 aamnle. Waile
she is well known world-
e o her husky tonas,
shea had never seted bofore
aud he gender-hending
character made famous by
Jutic Andraws iz a difficuit
place o siart - sko s a
woman prewndinge w be o
wan pretending o be a
WOLDAIL

Howewver, swhile that
premis cnough o make
anyone's hewd spin. Fygi
seems completely at vase
with it er natural stage
presance, Irec of any ac-
trassy alfectations, is re-
frashing, charming and cn
rompassing. This is most
probably due w what may
be perecived as o weaknass
= her lack of tormal theabre
traifing and expericince —
and the fact that she, Lke
e character she is play-
ing, Is also a mature wom
an Laking a chanve sl somy-
Lhing compleiely new.

The character in ques-
1om 35 Vicloria Grant, a mid-
dlz-aged Brinish soprauno
who has relneated w Paris
in hopes of fding success
in ber singing career. While
&b a club, she encounters
Carrol! Todd (the indizpen-
sable Matt Greyl, gay man
aboul lown, Afer a seulfle
lovolving the hill, they head

online 3t htp:thwavrhusinesstimes.com.sg

‘A gamble that pays off well

{3

s‘h A $IRGANORE MILSE HISLDIKGS PUBRL CATION

"Good, raunchy entertainment: Victor/Victorie® is a frothy spectacie that doesn’t
take iself tva serionsly and is ofl the more Jun for it

10 Todd's apartment, only
o encouniar Todd's ex-boy-
friend, whe sees Victoria in
his old pyjamas agd mis-
tikas her for Todd's new
Ivar, Another ronflict aris-

&5, but this one gives Tudd

&nidrn. Seeing what a con-
vineing man she makes, e
persuadas her w take on
the identity of Count Victor
Grazinksi, fernale imporson-
awr extraordinair:. They
are seon the toast of Paris
and things are going swimm-
mingZy il they encomner

King Marchan (Jake Maca-
paftal), a Chicago gangsier
who finds himself atwracted
to Victoria, and she 1o biow
It's a lightheartad, jox-
ous raanp through Zebra
Crossing’s reimagining of
1930s Puris. Forming Lhe
esseutial - and literal
bactbune of the produciion
is the swellar orchestra,
whichk daes justs Lo Heory
Mancini’s rousing score by
keeping the productian
moving at a sharp aiip, And
while the dancers haven't
rezlly selided into Llsa

11

Keegan's striking rein
ings of Rab Marshell's origi-
nal chorecgraphy, itisn'tro-
ally skiil that is holding
ther back, but enhesion

The set designs — gur-
grous in their fanrastival ar-
tifice — move scamlessly in-
10 each piher and arve well
suited W Victor/Victoria's
besl moments, which are
usually in tha ferm ol the
junnier and bigger num-
hers.

One of these 1s Fygi’s in-
trodnction as a fomale im-
piersonator in Le Jazz Ml

it is here whaere she is al

spssion of @ confident,
msual malnrity, and this
us vumber is an ideul
showease of it. She also
shines i guicter maments,
mestly due W her easy
chemistry with Grey's Car-
1ol Todd. Theirs is 4 more
eompriling yaiving tnun Vie-
toria’s remantic vae with
Kimg Marchan —wlule Maca-
pagal cuts a dashing figure,
he and Fygi don't set oIl
auy smoke alarme.

Fyii's easy command of
e stage isn’t the ondy sur-
prise of the night. Nicole
Suinton, as Kmg's whiny
flonzy, is fabulous i same
afthe praduetim 5
lertaining saquences: she
nearly steals the show dur-
ing Paris Mnkes Me Horng
and only marginally less so
during her serond numnber,
Chicago. Stinten has a
great feel for camp and
plays Korwas like Victoriac: a
woman playing da man pre-
tending 0 be a woman. In
assunee. sheseoms o be im-
iatiug @ drag queen s her
heighiwened and hilarions
perfermance.

Bui shie and Vygi exem-
plily the whimsical snbver-
sion that VictorVictoria ex-
cols at. Ultimastely, the
show is a frothy spectacle

‘that dopsn’t take itself two

seriously and is all the .
more fun for it
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Contact Details

starrnng .
Laura Fygi

9 - 29 November 2009
Esplanade Theatre

www.victorvictoria.com.sg 4

.

e For Loretta’s latest show reel, log on to: www.loretta-chen.com

o For Loretta’s MagicBox trailer, log on to
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDMmi3KHNhg

e For Loretta’s Singtel | Media launch, log on to
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.singtelimedia.com/i/about-

o For Loretta’s The Body Shop Stop Sex Trafficking Campaign, log on to
http://www.thebodyshop.com.sg/en/stoptrafficking.aspx?utm medium=newsletter200
90&utm_campaign=20090&utm_source=74473

e For Loretta’s latest television commercial campaigns, log on to:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xILuvDz1RMw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdzKj1DQquE

For more enquiries, please feel free to contact Loretta at :
loretta@]loretta-chen.com or call +65 91188745
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