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IF YOU are hoping to see some
bared torsos when 251 opens in
:‘I-Eﬁ]. you will not be disappoint-
& :

And it does not matter what
your gender is, there will be some-
thing for everyone, promises its
director Loretta Chen.

The play, based on former
porn actress Annabel Chong's
life, is s0 named because of the re-
ported 251 men she slept with in
just 10 hours in 1995. This was
captured in a sensational video
which propelled Annabel - a per-
sona created by Singaporean
Grace Quek - to international
fame at the time.

Exactly how this scene will be
recreated in a “poetic and power-
ful® way has yet to be nailed
down, Loretta says.

But the associate director of
Toy Factory Productions assures:
“You can expect to see some top-
less scenes. And not just of the
women. That won't be fair!

“We knmow a lot of women like
to look at men. Some men also
like to look at men. We will cater
to every taste,” adds the
30-year-old, who's also pursuing
her PhD in theatre studies at the
National University of Singapore.

The challenge when putting to-
gether the play, says Loretta, is in
ensuring that it does not degener-
ate into “some cheap flick”, fur-
ther complicated by the fact that
the protagonist is still alive.

“When someone is dead, you
can have some poetic licence,”
she says with a laugh, but goes on
to add in seriousness: “1 do like
the girl and I take it as a personal
mission to portray her accurate-
Iy.”

Loretta, incidentally, is the
younger sister of TV actor Ed-
mund Chen, 44. Her other sibling
Eric, 41, runs an events and pro-
duction company. “So that makes
me the baby of the family,” she de-
clares.

S0, what would she say to
someone who accuses her of be-
ing out to shock with her play?

“It is a controversial story but [
think controversies are interest-
ing...We as artists are quite
psyched for these things.”

@ You said you would be watch-
ing R(A) videos as part of the re-
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search for your play. Eh, is it go-
ing to be just business or a mix
of business and leisure?
A Like the businessman who calls
his wife after skipping vet anoth-
er dinner date and saying: “Sorry
honey, not tonight. | have to enter-
tain the voluptuous blonde and
blue-eyed Swedish models at the
karaoke across Hotel 8] again.”
What would you think leh? Of
course it is purely business'
Besides, | am watching R(A)
videos like Schindler’s List, The
Killing Fields, Boys Don't Cry,
Dogville and History of Vio-
lence...What were you thinking?
Tsk tsk

Q Annabel Chong reportedly ad-
mitied that she had slept with
Just 70 men, as opposed to 25] as
previously claimed. So why isn't
your play entitled 70 instead?

A It's merely a publicity gimmick!
We at Toy Factory just simply

love being salacious, controver-
sial and the fodder of coffee shop
talk! But seriously, there is truth
to the title - she did have sex 251
times in a day. Some of the T0
men just went for seconds, thirds
and dessert.

Q Staying with numbers, your
mobile phone number conlains
the string “1188". Rather super-
stitious, aren't you?

A Chol, choi, choi! [ am so not su-
perstitious! Whatever gave you
that jdea?” Just because | changed
my two-year-old black sports car
to a white SUV and completely re-
vamped my otherwise predomi-
nantly black wardrobe because
my fengshui consultant told me
white is my lucky colour?

Oh ves, did | mention my black
sports car came with the numbers
416 ("sei yat lok™ in Cantonese or
quite literally die-all-the-way) em-
blazoned on the number plate.

Q You had money and clothes,
quite [ierally, thrown at you by
an over-enthusiastic man who
was auditioning for a role in an-
other play. Apart from that inci-
dent, you haven't been properly
proposifioned, have you?

A Ahem, excuse me. As a matter
of fact, | have, although that was
the only time during an audition. I
seem to recall getting proposi-
tioned a lot up till 1 tumed 21. 1
was wooed by various wealthy
young men'

But propositions have indeed
been few and far between as the
years roll by which probably ex-
plains why 1 happily offered the
role to the actor who threw his
money and clothes at me! (Lest
you think | am a partial director, |
will have it clarified that he was
my ex-student and a pretty fine ac-
tor too. Phew.)

Q Let's just say 251 opens lo a
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Jull house - of DOMs (dirty old
men) and very few others. Cause
Jfor celebration or time (o weep
buckets?

A Did someone say full house!
Woo hoo! Celebration! Party!
Champagne all round - the whole
works! You know how difficult it
is to get dirty old men to leave
Yangtze, much less purchase a
$33 ticket and travel to Esplanade
Theatre Studios and leave their
umbrellas at the door? If they do
fill the theatre, | will be thrilled
and all the credit will have to go
to the marketing team for sure!

Q@ A socially inept goon finds out
that you're the sister of actor Ed-
mund Chen and insolently asks:
“What happened to you?" What
would be your retort?

A I happened 11 years after Eric
who happened three years after
Edmund. Go figure. For full de-
t[?ll:nh please ask Papa and Mama

BT

Q You once described Annabel’s
infamous orgy video as “the most
anfi-porn porn video...thai
wouldn't arouse anybody™. Am |
supposed to take you seriously?

A Naturally. 1 always say what |
mean and mean what I say. Have
you watched the video yet (waves
finger incriminatingly)”

Oi, don't sabo me - cannot
watch pomn in Singapore, okay! It
is rather anti-porn, no tease, all
grease.

Q Here's a brain leaser for you
Why is il that at dinner func-
tions, formal wear for men
means piling on the layers bul
Jforwomen, it's the case of the less
you wear, the more formal if be-
comes?

A 1 suspect formality is equated
with the amount of heat it gener-
ates for the men. If a man dons a
suit, tie, shirt, trousers, the
works, he will be hot for sure -
hence formal. If a woman dresses
in a skimpy tube top and a short,
short skirt, she will also generate
a lot of heat for the men and it is
therefore deemed formal

Q@ You once had to act in your
own play after an actress fell il
It’s not entirely the same bul you
aren’t planning on doing a M
Night Shyamalan for future pro-
ductions, are you?

A Mot an M. Night Shyamalan (be-
cause all his films after his big de-
but Sixth Sense performed dismal-
l¥) but maybe an Alfred Hitch-
cock or even an Ivan Heng! To an-
swer your question, I may consid-
er doing a cameo in my own play
- perhaps as the last man stand-
ing in 2517

Q Apparently, it was a toss-up be-
tween naming you Lorefta and
Bridget when you were born.
Would life have been any differ-
ent if your parents had chosen
othernrise?

A Dramatically. | spend far too
much time spelling out my name
for far too many people. | may
have already made my first mil-
lion with all the time saved. To
date, I am still being called Roret-
ta, Roletta, Lorita, Rorata, Lolata,
Lolita, Roti-Prata or the all-time
favourite, Lor-rah-ter.
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