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THE F Word by Jennifer Phillips
Finally... The Word’s Out

360 Productions brings you the year’s sexiest, most powerful and controversial
play- The F Word. It will premiere at the world’s largest theatre event, the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival from Aug 5-27, 2011.

Written by Telly award-winner and Hollywood fight choreographer, Jennifer
Phillips (Salt, 300, Eclipse), this play combines the best talents from
Singapore, UK and Canada. It is helmed by award-winning and provocative
Singaporean director Loretta Chen, PhD (251, What the Butler Saw and
Victor/Victoria). The F Word is the 21% century answer to The Vagina
Monologues!

The F Word stars a stellar cast of diverse and dynamic actresses from
Singapore and Canada, including Singapore’s very own rising starlet, lzyan
Mellyna (Love: In Stores Now) and well-regarded thespian, Cynthia Lee
Macquarrie (Closer, 251) who famously brought gang-bang queen, Annabel
Chong to life. Canadian powerhouse actresses Stacey Gawrylash, Afshan
Golriz and Ali Joy Richardson also star in this Edinburgh world premiere.

The F Word is a powerful chronicle of all things F***ed : fun, fierce, feminine,
fast, furious, foul, fearful, fluffy, fantastic.

Face deals with the violent oppression of women in certain cultures whilst
also quizzing the insidious objectification of women in their pursuit of beauty...

Feet waxes lyrical at our obsession with Jimmy Choos, Christian
Louboutins and Manolo Blahniks whilst also taking us through a whimsical and
even painful evolution of our soles!
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Foul is inspired by the true story of Caster Semenya who was barred from
the 2012 Olympics as she was deemed “too fast to be a woman”. We trace her
trials, tribulations, humiliation and eventual triumph as she faces the odds to
make her mark.

Family is a sobering real, growing pains story of a girl who suffered abuse
from her brother. In an attempt to heal, she becomes a nurse and through her
close encounters with death, finds out the meaning of life.

Fantasy takes us through to 1950s Pleasantville where men brought
home the bacon and women only had to cook it. This satirical piece is inspired

by a real manual on How To Be The Perfect Wife!

F*** is an original burlesque number that will make you laugh-till-you-pee.
Sensual jazz, sultry songstress, sizzling sex — what more can you ask for?

There is much, much more in The F Word! You name it, we F it!

Whether you are a Man from Mars or Woman from Venus, join us in this
earth shattering, no holds barred theatrical experience!

Fierce, Funny, F***ing Fantastic!
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FAST FACTS ON THE FWORD

Presented by : 360 Productions

Title of Production : THE F Word

Written and Produced by : Jennifer Phillips

Creative Director : Loretta Chen, PhD

Costume Designer : Frederick Lee

Music Director ; Christelle Taillens

Additional Music : Wenfu-Bang, Rosli Mansor and

Neevan Punjoonathan

Set Designer : Ripple Sim

Multi Media Designer : Jonathan Goh of studioOIK
Graphic Designer : Nickie Lee

Web Designer : Sharon Lee

Production/Stage Manager : Ima Barbosa

Cast : Loretta Chen, Stacey Gawrylash,

Afshan Golriz, Cynthia Lee Macquatrrie, Izyan
Mellyna,Jennifer Phillips and
Ali Joy Richardson

Performance Dates : 5-27 August 2011
Performance Times : 4:40pm (70 min)
Venue : The Space @ North Bridge
Website ; http://www.loretta-chen.com

Other Information : This performance is a world-premiere at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival and marks the first ever Singapore-UK-Canada collaboration.

For interviews and any PR enquiry, please contact:

e Executive Producer
Ms Jennifer Phillips at (65) 96265942, (1) 916-838-8196 or jennkicks@aol.com

e Creative Director
Dr Loretta Chen at (65) 91188745, (1) 916 8388 196 or loretta@loretta-chen.com


mailto:loretta@loretta-chen.com

Jennifer Phillips Executive Producer/Cast

Jennifer Phillips is a Telly Award winning entertainer. Her diversity in the entertainment field has
allowed her to flourish in the motion picture industry, television and other forms of productions. Her
impressive stage and on screen presence, along with her versatility to adapt to fast changing
environments have allowed her to develop as a key player in the entertainment industry.

Under the banner of J Phillips Creative Management, her distinctive action choreography style and
ability to think outside of the box has brought her a long list of achievements in film, television, live
stage shows, and print. Her team and her have been involved in productions such as Thor, Salt, The
Twilight Saga - Eclipse, Kung Fu Panda, X Men Wolverine, Charlie’s Angels and Pirates of the
Caribbean amongst many others.

She has been on several major TV network news programmes like NBC affiliate KCRA Channel 3’s
morning news, Good Morning Sacramento, Good Day Sacramento, Fox News Channel 40, CBS
affiliate Channel 10, UPN Channel 31 and other TV programmes in the United States. In addition to
her stint on US news programmes, and the documentary series, “On the Road”, she has served as
host to major industry events including US Open live action shows in Disneyland, Florida which has
been broadcast on ESPN2, and Project Action’s Annual Celebrity Auction. She was also host and
Executive Producer for the documentary, Sponsorship: Financial Burdens of Competing
Professionally.

Phillips’ achievements have garnered her several commendations and awards from the likes of the
Governor of California, a Resolution from the US Senate and even a Presidential Sports award from
President Bill Clinton. She has been recognized for her tireless work with “at-risk youth” by various
United States governmental agencies and community leaders, making her the first and only woman to
receive Project Action Foundation’s “Anne Rynne award”.



Dr Loretta Chen Creative Director/Cast

Harper's Bazaar describes Dr Loretta Chen as “a force of nature”, The Straits Times labels her “a
Rebel with a Twist” and a “Wild Thing” whilst The Peak calls her a “critical arts entrepreneur”. Be it
“wild thing”, “rebel” or “entrepreneur”, Loretta cuts a prominent figure in both the hallowed halls of
academia and in the entertainment arena. This multi-talented scholar-turned-creative director topped
her Masters’ cohort at the prestigious Royal Holloway College, University of London and is the first
doctoral scholar in Theatre Studies from UCLA-NUS. She is an Associate Lecturer at NUS, LASALLE,
NAFA and NTU. Academia aside, she is a much sought after host/emcee and directs various high-

profile theatrical and large scale commissioned events.

Her directorial credits in London include Caryl Churchil’'s A Mouthful of Birds, Harold Pinter's One
for the Road and 15™ century morality play, Everyman amongst others. As one of the few bilingual
directors in Singapore, she has directed several Mandarin productions including 13 Shaolin (a
Singapore-China collaboration), 24 Pieties, Lot No. 8 and Ten Brothers which garnered 4
nominations at the Life Theatre Awards including Best Director. Her other directing credits include the
internationally acclaimed 251, a “fresh, inspired and victorious” production of The Vagina
Monologues (2006, 2008, 2011), two sold-out seasons of The Swimming Instructor, Postcards
from Rosa, MAGICBOX and the “ingenious” What the Butler Saw. She also directed the Asian
Premiere of the Broadway classic, Victor/Victoria (nominated for 2 Life Theatre Awards) starring
international jazz sensation Laura Fygi and Grammy-nominated trumpeter, Ron King and just
returned from a Toronto run of The Vagina Monologues.

Loretta is also often commissioned by government bodies, statutory boards and corporations to helm
their various campaigns and initiatives. These include the annual Career Fair organized by the
Ministry of Manpower, Service Excellence Day for the Singapore Police Force, official launch of the
Festive Crime Prevention campaign by the National Crime Prevention Council, SMRT’s Eco
Challenge and Go Green events, Singtel | Media launch, People’s Association’s It’s All About
YOUth! and the inaugural President’s Design Awards. She also directs specially commissioned
musicals for corporations such as Fly Me to the Moon, Singapore’s longest running musical for the
Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore, What’s Cash?, a musical commissioned by NETS, Pages of
Singapore for Singapore Press Holdings, The Suspect for the National Crime Prevention Council
and No More Cocoa for Pfizer. Loretta’s illustrious and satisfied clients include Capitaland, People’s
Association, Sony, Philips, Far East Organization, amongst many others.

In 2009, Loretta received the Martell Rising Personalities Award and was nominated as a Nominated
Member of Parliament (NMP). Loretta is one of the faces in Hermes’ P.S. | Silk You campaign,
Evian’s Live Young programme and joins the ranks of Naomi Campbell and Robert Pattinson in The
Body Shop’s Stop Sex Trafficking project. She remains actively involved in various social campaigns
and charity outreach projects. She is Creative Director of 360 which has offices in and consults at
various creative agencies including Reed, VM&SD, Star Mission and Spinn, a leading creative
production house with headquarters in Dubai, Tokyo and Singapore.

She is currently directing a short film, Tapestry (working title) commissioned by the People’s
Association as part of a nationwide campaign and was recently voted “100 Most Inspiring Women”.
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Frederick Lee Costume Designer (Singapore)

Frederick Lee is long renowned for creating wedding gowns of ultimate extravagance. His exquisite
cutting edge couture creations are such showstoppers that he is often commissioned to showcase
events representing Singapore. He was named ‘Designer of the year at the Singapore fashion
Awards 2004 and ‘Special Achievement In Costume Design’ at the 4th Straits Times Life’s Theatre
Awards. His works continues to fire fashion critics’ imagination and bedazzles the fashion cities;
China, London, Toronto and Turkey just to name a few.

Christelle Taillens Music Director

Christelle graduated from Middlesex University (London) with a first-class honors in BA Recording
Arts and earned her Cambridge International Diploma for Teachers and Trainers from the University
of Cambridge International Examination. She composed soundtracks for Wushu Warriors and Yin
Yang High on MediaCorp's Kids Central (Singapore) and produced various sound design for online
games 21:15 and Blind Date under Playtiva Pte Ltd. She managed voice talents for the award
winning MMORPG game Granado Espada. She recently ventured into iOS games by providing her
voice in the iPhone game, Kiehl's Line Buster.

Christelle is currently teaching audio engineering at SAE Institute located in Singapore while
continuing to do sound design and voice recording projects under her own business, Wavetone. She
has worked with Loretta on previous projects beginning with Eve Ensler's The Vagina Monologues
during V-Day 2006.
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Wen-Fu Bang Music Composer

Wen-Fu Bang is one of Singapore theatre’s most sought-after musicians. Over the years, he has
established a distinct creative signature in all his works, and the versatility of his craft enables him to
venture into a large genre of musical styles with adaptable ease.

His trademark musical creativity is best featured in Chestnuts, an annual madcap parody show by
STAGES spiced up with his potent eclectic mix of soundtracks. Among the better known of his
creative works include WILD RICE’s pantomime Oi! Sleeping Beauty!! and the orchestration of
Forbidden City — Portrait of an Empress. He has created music arrangement tracks and
soundscapes for numerous theatre productions such as W!LD RICE’s Homesick; Hypochondriac;
OTOT, Theatre Practice’s musicals If There’re Seasons and Liao Zhai Rocks!, Toy Factory’s
Mergers & Wills; The Morning People; Chess Master, SRT’s Oleanna, I-Theatre’s Moon Bird;
Little Red Hen; You Are Special, Singapore Airlines’ Heart Over Heels, Action Theatre’s Women
On Canvas; Manhood; Makan Drama, Ingot Arts’ Art & Life — A Sondheim Revue, and STAGES’
Loving Them; Invade My Privacy; H is for Hantu, among others.

He also penned music arrangements for Toy Factory’s December Rains, Hossan Leong’s Singapore
Boy, Changi Airport’s long-running mini-musical Fly Me to the Moon, Lady, the musical medley in
Royston Tan’s controversial short film Cut, part of the getai movie 881 soundtrack, and the Asian
flavoured Amazing Race Asia theme. As creative personnel, he musically directs many of his
productions, including the 2009 Total Defence mini musical at Suntec City and Singapore Day in New
York, and also conducts orchestras for shows such as Forbidden City and the teen musical It’'s My
Life.

Recently he has focused on stage musicals for schools and institutions such as West Side Story for
ACJC, From Eve to Mary and Making the Grade for MGS, Faith, Hope & Love for CHIJ Toa
Payoh, The Magic of Home for RGS, amongst thirty other schools. In the commercial circuit, Wenfu
collaborates with fellow musicians such as Eric Ng to create arrangements for pop dignitaries like
Stefanie Sun, Tanya Chua, Sandy Lam, Fish Leong, Kit Chan, A Mei, and Emil Chau. He also
produces music for corporate videos, corporate functions, and advertisements for clients like SIA,
JTC, URA, and the PM’s Office.

Wenfu is currently resident musical director of STAGES, resident composer for Stereo Image
Productions and Funkie Monkies Productions. He enjoys actively working with aspiring young
musicians and theatre practitioners alike. He is also an alumnus of the NUS Piano Ensemble and
NUS Electronic Music Lab.



Rosli Mansor Music Composer

Rosli Mansor is a musical storyteller, weaving his music into intriguing tales with the electric guitar.
What started as a guitar as a gift from his brother turned into a lifelong passion of making music with
the instrument. His musical influences include musicians such as The Beatles, guitar instrumentalists
Allan Holdsworth, Jeff Beck and Joe Satriani, to name a few.

Since his debut, Rosli has been endorsed by local pedal maker The Om Labs, who built a custom
limited edition Sahasrara pedal for Rosli, and was supported by Valley Arts Guitar. In 2008 and
through 2011, Yamaha appointed Rosli to be its endorsee for its top-of-the-line guitar, the LLX36C,
and has since performed at various demonstrations for the guitar.

He has also appeared on various media platforms: Celebrity DJs with Denise Tan on Gold 90.5FM,
Suria TV programs such as Suria Segar, UnTukMu, B3, guest-performed for the channel's own
version of band idol competition, Anugerah Band; radio interviews with radio DJs Asha Edmund on
Lush 99.5FM and Brader Bo on Ria 89.7; and had featured articles on local dailies Berita Harian, The
Business Times, The Straits Times Life!, TODAY and entertainment magazine Manja.

Neevan Punjoonathan Sound Designer

Neevan is a young budding audio engineer and composer, who recently graduated with a BA(Hons)
in Audio Production from Middlesex University (London). Besides his strong passion in music, he is
also an amateur short filmmaker. Till date, he has directed 3 short films, namely Fantasy Beer
(2003), Delusion (2005) and Coin-The Value of 2 (2006) and also worked on the music for Delusion
and Coin-The Value of 2. Both Delusion and Coin-The Value of 2 were also screened to public
with the former being screen in 2006 at the Substation and the latter in 2007 at Cathay Cineleisure
Orchard as part of Innova Junior College’s inaugural film festival, Festival Di’ Arts. His portfolio can be
viewed online at: http://pjneevan.blogspot.com/

The F Word is his maiden venture into composing for theatre productions.
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Jonathan Goh Multi-Media Designer

Fascinated with light and shadows, Jonathan chose the path of cinematography to tell his stories and
wants to explore ways to translate emotions visually. He feels that film is one of the few mediums that
could carry the delicate and multifaceted emotions and memories of people.

Although relatively new in the industry, Jonathan has been involved as various roles in numerous
projects including commercials, short films and corporate videos. His recent involvements include
Sound Designer for Mu Dan which was awarded the Best Short Film in the 2009 Crowbar Awards.
His winning short film My Home for the MyPledge 2009 Competition was one of the finalists for
Mediacorp Viewers’ Choice Local TVC 2010. The short film also came in top three in the Television
Commercial category at the 2009 Dubai IBDA’'A Awards.

Jonathan pursued his love for storytelling and filmmaking at Nanyang Technological University,
School of Art Design and Media and graduated in 2010. Apart from filmmaking, Jonathan is also
involved in other art forms such as photography, theatre and visual arts. His installation piece,
Enlightenment was showcased at an art book exhibition entitled Center to Periphery, together with
other Singaporean and Japanese artists.

'Ripple Sim Set Designer

Armed with a fine arts background, Ripple discovered her newfound passion in Set Design during her
Theatre Studies days in the National University of Singapore. She has enjoyed working with Loretta
ever since, taking on various theatre productions including the critically acclaimed and controversial
play 251, and Victor Victoria starring international jazz legend, Laura Fygi. Working on the set
design for The F Word is definitely a fascinating and fabulous collaboration she is looking forward to!



Nickie Lee Graphic Designer

Nickie Lee has been in advertising for over a decade, which makes her a true survivor in this “dog eat
dog” world. She possesses all the right ingredients that make her a true industry professional —
creativity, humility, versatility and immense respect for the power of design and packaging. She is
also able to work under intense pressure and is responsible for the successful branding and launch of
Hewlett Packard, Nokia amongst many others. She is happy to be collaborating with Loretta yet
again on The Vagina Monologues.

Sharon Lee Web Designer

Sharon runs a homespun design studio together with Lizzy Il the lizard and Stella the spider, both of
whom are living somewhere in her room. Sharon loves illustrations, especially ink on paper and is
intrigued by monsters and oddities.

Ima Barbosa Production/Stage Manager

Ima started her theatre career, as many do, in high school, stage and production managing
productions of GYPSY: the Musical and 7 Stories. Ima spent a year as an intern for Theatre Direct
Canada and she also attended Humber College for Theatre Production (2009). More recently she
has worked on: The Vagina Monologues (360 Productions), and Black Milk and White Plague
(Tarragon Theatre, Toronto). Ima is thrilled to be at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2011, and cannot
wait to see what this adventure brings.



Stacey Gawrylash

Stacey Gawrylash will be graduating from the Theatre and Drama Studies Joint Program at the
University of Toronto and Sheridan College this year. She is also in the process of completing a
Crime, Law and Deviance major which will aid in her future goal of creating a creative arts program for
the juvenile delinquents in Toronto. Stacey hopes to make her mark as an actress in Toronto by
performing in and creating her own theatre that revolves around social justice issues and motivates
change.

Stacey's most recent theatre credits include playing Livia in Witches and Bitches at Theatre Erindale
and Lady Macbeth in Macbeth at the Hamilton Urban Theatre. She recently had her directing debut
for Erindale Fringe with the play Open Book. She is very thankful to all of her family, friends and
teachers who have been so supportive of her creative passion. She also gave a heart-wrenching
performance in 360 Productions’ The Vagina Monologues and would like to dedicate her
performance in The F Word to every young girl that has struggled to find the strength and confidence
to explore her creativity.

“Afshan Golriz

Born in Tehran, Iran in 1988, Afshan immigrated with her family to Toronto Ontario at the age of 5.
Having graduated from a French high school with an on-going passion for the Spanish language,
Afshan has become a quadrilingual artist and academic with diverse interests. Her initial interest in
acting was sparked in high school through a series of classes and a French production, which later
lead her to the Theatre program at York University where she participated in the production of several
plays. However, her concern for the natural environment drove her to transfer into the Faculty of
Environmental Studies, while she continued to participate in acting classes at the Professional Actor’s
Lab.



Her latest début was as Dom Carlos mthe Frenchproductlon of Moliere’s Dom Juan directed by
Guillaume Bernardi in the Glendon Campus’ Drama program. In 2010, She was admitted to the
Masters in Environmental Studies program at York University. Her passion for environmental

conservation, better interspecies relations along with her constant longing for her lost Art, led her to
reclaim and reshape her identity as an artist, environmentalist and feminist. Now, at 22, Afshan is
combining all her passions into her MES research at York University, where she is focusing on ways
to implement Environmental Education through Arts-Based Cultural Productions. Her participation in
The Vagina Monologues directed by Dr. Loretta Chen, is her artistic reclamation of these passions
and identities. She is thrilled to be part of The F Word in this Edinburgh world premiere.

. Cynthia Lee Macquarrie

Cynthia is a well sought after stage, TV and film actress. Her most noteworthy performances include
her roles in Closer, Cabaret and 251. She also starred in her own TV sitcom, playing the title role, Ah
Girl which ran for three successful seasons and made her a household name. Cynthia’s famed
performance won her a nomination for “Best Actress in a Comedy” at the Asian Television Awards.
Her emotional performance in The Vagina Monologues and her powerful portrayal of porn actress
Annabel Chong in 251 also garnered her Best Actress nominations at the Life! Theatre Awards,
Singapore’s premier awards honoring the best in the industry. Cynthia was also awarded the
Audience Choice Awards for Favorite Performer in the Theatre Idols, sealing her reputation as a
respected and accomplished actress.

Poised and confident, Cynthia is a multi-faceted talent with a wealth of hosting experience from radio,
TV to “live” events and voice-overs. Her bubbly personality, spontaneity and quirky sense of humor
never fail to illuminate all that she does.



lzyan Mellyna

Izyan began performing as a young actress, singer and dancer on the widely popular Malay children’s
television programme in the 1990s. Off-screen, she continued to pursue her passion in the arts by
performing for school plays and concerts in both her primary and secondary schools. She has
performed for numerous school productions in Nanyang Polytechnic, where she completed her
Diploma in Nursing and even had the honour of performing for Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong at the National Youth Achievement Awards 2007.

Izyan played the lead role in Riots and Roses opposite well-known Singaporean actor Chua Enlai.
She also performed in Living in Toa Payoh-- the Musical (2007) amongst other corporate musicals.
In 2010, Izyan starred in the Christmas musical, LOVE: In Stores Now as the flamboyant Rihanna
alongside renowned actress Amy Cheng and Cynthia Lee Macquarrie. The musical was directed by
acclaimed director Loretta Chen and producer Jennifer Phillips. She was last seen in the sold-out run
of The Vagina Monologues in Toronto and is excited to be part of this Edinburgh Fringe premiere.

Ali Joy Richardson

Born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Ali moved to Ontario to study at the University of Toronto Mississauga
and Sheridan College. She is currently pursuing a specialist degree in Theatre and Drama Studies, a
degree in English and an acting diploma. In Halifax, she trained with DaPoPo Theatre and performed
with the independent company in Berlin’s Just Say It! festival in 2009.

In Ontario, she has directed, acted and written for the Erindale Fringe and the UofT Drama Festival
where her work has received the President’s Award for Best Production and the Robert Gill Award for
Best Direction. Ali also dabbles in poetry and short story writing, Her work has recently appeared in
several Canadian anthologies. She performed previously in 360 Productions’ Toronto staging of The
Vagina Monologues and is thrilled to be working with the company once again.
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HiIarious mix of sex and mayhem

Enjoyable I\

boelh cever e 11

Top : The Vagina Monologues, 2008, Bottom : What the Butler Saw, 2009
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‘ OW do you solve a
problem like Annabe!
Chong? Her claim 10
fame & leglon and can
be summed up by a seties of
mind-blowing figures: Sex with
T men 251 timen i 10 hours n
1945, sctting a world record and
resulting i one of the best-scl-
ing adult films of all tume
The play 251, writien by Ng
Yi-Sheng and directed by Loret
ta Chen, is an attempt to oncom-
pass both the personal story of
Grace Quek, Chong's real
name, and the symbolc power
of her pamm persona
The play speads o considera
ble amount of time detailing ber
chiidhood and adolesence in Sin-
gapore. The Grace Quek of the
play 1 given variow psychologs-

A Sutmisbary 0f ity Crustive Managenmre

PORTRAIT OF AVICTIM
Cynthia Lee Macquarria's
Gracoe is a fragile thing. quick
to tear and sager to plaase.

¢al motivation for her sharp
swerve awasy from being a con-
ventionally upstanding citizen,
including a soured relationship
with u close girl Inend (played

with verve by Cheryl Miles)
This aspect of the play is en-
gaging, bur often veers too
much towards Channel § meio-
drama. Cynthia Lee Macguar-
rie’'s Grace s 2 fragile thing
quick to 1ear and cager 10 please
- u chacterisation that leanys to
wirds i loo-sasy portrait of a vic

The allegarical bent of the
play contains mare interesting
tensions and joyous ambitions,
begmnning with the opening mon-
ologue that pamnted Annabel
Choag = » mythic abstraction,
“the flesh of her legend grown
greater than islands, 100 large
for cities to hold™

This sspect of the play was of
tens swkwardly integrated. But
stuating her feat in the context
of the comtroversial status of per-
formance arn in 1990s Singapore
s an intriguing touch, freshly
recoalizuring her place in the lo-
cal realm of socio-political con
servatism.

While the personal and sym-
bolic meanings of
Annabel' Grace often clashed un-
casiiy, the play’s mised sigmals
sometimes prescoted a powerful
sort of conbusion, the futility of
rebellion and the despaie of ex
ile in communion with the
sharp, exhilarating sting of sank
ing your own path

» N Suph com. 55

Some tweaks made to phrasing

I'HE play mspired by the ke of
erstwhile Singapore porn star
Annabel Chong contsins one
topless sceae {featuring Cynthia
Lee Macquarrio) and other
scenes of mtimacy
These elements will remain
im the play 251, which opened
on Thursdsy might. Tickets for
its 11-day run at the Espla-
nade’s Theatre Studio are sold
out
But certain phrases in the
lay's opeting voiceover have
en tweaked and remaved, at
the request of the Esplanade
The play i part of the arts vea.
ue's ennual Theatre Stucio Ses
MOf PrOgramIme

251, 2007

“In the beginning was the
body" has been changed 1o “lm-
agine a woman”, Another
phrase, “and the body made
dwelling™, has been temoved
from the same monologue

The arts centre could not be
contacted yesterday for com-
ment

The play’s director, Loretta
Chen, X, sayx: “There were con-
cems that the lmes were Bibli-
cal references. | had no prob-
lems with the changes.”

She had made other revisions
1o the script on her own sccord,
and these stammed “less out of
concerns about cemsorship and

more from my own artistic chos-
s

For example, sex scenes were
staged very stylntically and ot
graphically, she says. Politically
charged dialogue was nlso given
» ¢casual touch by making the
characteny’ tones more playful

“1 wanted the play to be
mure character-driven so peo-
ple would sce Annabel Chong
% n human being She is already
» very abenating figure. If the
play s too corchral, it will just
make people hate her mote

“This story is about a person
oot an anti-Singapore symbual
That's the direction | skewed to
wards.”
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Postcards From Rosa: A leceb play lovingly done
HEATREREVIEW

try Mayo Marme

I¥F THERE'S coe defining Permalon
trat, scoseding 1o Putesrds From
R, 1t'x that ey loww 1o do Chings
that aoe feeek (Malay for *trouble
X VUM

some™), trom ther oos
tn the mtrcaie designs of the kebaw
Even iown nself 5 bavk

Phirpwoght Desgnond Seon's new
phty veatres on the ke of Bibik Ross
& ot mstriasch plicred by Nee

MOVIES

EME RETUNN

THE REAL THING
;-..,.-m

W&

Seve Lin who vists her grandsm
Benany © Austraia

Roma's story seenn Bee m Amy
Tans vk Haor Sieth bed 10 her
th, she’s smarried of miio w rich
et's mot foeget 2

math

3 M Garmily
hes play dizecy
ta Chen i — with its e
and sainess — more dwrtwatseg

than besrterenchng

Nen does ber hest 1 portrwy
miBtpde charmctors sud come off ae
an eodearng, doting grandmether,
But certam sceties ot 1o confusing,

MARAA MOAT
wtarm n Fin
.
smayrd

LAY, TULY 14 008

Lk

ospecially ol the end, where the tme
frame grts muddied up

For nany, Persnaban cufturs has
been reduced %0 nothing mure than
the hebuyw or sambal befucan. But

Stm has kvagly resurrecsed i bet-

iThood mermires
3 very kook
do. Bet what do you expect

Ay b

thing v
brum & Perssnkan?

Poateards Frome Rase ¢ on untif
Now 25 Shows shert at Spm at
Acteon Thautre, 42 Waterioo Street
Tichets frow 535 wf Sealit

oso0o000
s®00000
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Y « Tosaday « November 20, 2007

THE STAR Neo Swea Lin playe deting grasdmether Bitik Resa

[Mlusions of
grandeur

Spectacular sots, lve
crchoestral music and X
oo okd-fashioned rmegic
mako for & groat show

hestre

iy
Preesttias Litges whS snd Spbee C1
Duewn ateen

Top : Postcards from Rosa, 2007 Bottom : Magic Box, 2008
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A gamble that pays off well

By AMANDA DE GUHZIMAN

CASTING Laura I‘\gl in the
iy rojeiroies of VicionVie-
Lorde was a4 aamnle. Waile
she is wedl known world-
wide for her husky tonas,
sha had never seted before
aud the gender-hending
character made famous by
Julic Andrews is a difficuit
place to siart - she is a
woman pretending wobe a
wian pretending o be a
Wornai.

Howe whife that
premis cnough 1o make
anyone's hewd spin. Fygi
seems completely at vase
with it Ier natural stage
presance, [rec of any ac-
iressy alfuctations, is re-
frashing, charming and cn
compassing. This is most
probably due w what may
be perecived as a weaknass
= her lack of tormal theatre
traifing and expericnce —
and the fact that she, Lke
he character she s play-
ing, Is also a mature wom
an Laking a chance al some-
Whing completely pew.

The character in ques-
1on s Vicloria Grant, a m'd-
diz-upged British soprauno
whe has relneated w Paris
in hoepes of fnding success
in ber singing career. While
&b a club, she encounters
Carroll Todd (the indispen-
sable Matt Greyl, gay man
aboul Lown, After a scufile
lovolving the hill, they head

onle 3t hitp:thwervchusimesstimes.com.sq
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"Good, raunchy entertainment: VictorVictorie' is o fromy spectacie that doesn’t
take itse{f tvo seriously and is ofl the more fun for it

10 Todd's apartment, only
W enuuunier Tadd's ex-boy-
friend, whe sees Victoria in

. his old pyjamas aud mis-

tikas her for Todd's new
Inver. Another ronflicl aris-

&5, but this one gives Tudd

&n idra. Seeing what a con-
vineing man she makes, lie
persuadas ber w ke on
the identity of Count Victor
Grazinksi, fernale imporson-
awr extragrdinair:. They
are seon the toast of Paris
and things are going swimm-
raingy wntil they enconmer

Victor Victoria, 2009

King Marchan (Juke baca-
pagnll. a Chicago gangsier
who finds himself stracied
to Victoria, and she 1o biow
It's a lightheartad, jox-
ous raanp through Zebra
Crossing's rumagmlng of
1930s Puris. Forming Lhe
esseutial - and literal
bactbune of the produciion
is the swellar orchestra,
which daes justs Lo Henry
Mancini’s rousing score by
keepmg the produﬂmn
moving at a sharp alip, And
while the dancers haven't
really setided into Lisa

kt,Lgun s striking reimagin-
ings of Rnb Marshell's origi-
nat (‘horoogmphy itisn'tre-
ally skill that is halding
ther hack, but enhesion

The set designs — gur-
goous in their fantastical ar-
tifice — move scamlessly in-
10 eachi piher and arve well
snited W Vietor Victoria's
basl moments, which are
usually in tha ferm ol the
junnier and bigger num-
hers.

One of these 18 Fygi's in-
trodnction as a feomale im-
piersonator in Le Jaze Ml

Fricky, Nevember 13,2003

it is here whaere she is al
her stylish buest. She is in
passession of & confident,
and this
s un ideal
showease of it. She also
shines i guicter maments,
mestly due o her easy
chemisiry with Gre
red] Todd. Theirs is 4 more
compriiing vaiving (nen Vie-
toria’s remantic voe with
Kimg Marchan —wlule Maca-
pagal cuts a dashing figure,
he and Fygi don't sei off
auy smoke alarme.

Fyii's easy command of
e stage isn’t the ondy sur-
prise of the night. Nicole
Stinton, as ng s whiny
ﬂoo7y is fabulous in some
ofthe producting’s must en-
lertaining saquences: she
nearly steals the show dur-
ing Faris Makes Me Hurng
and only marginally less so
during her serond number,
Chicago. Stinten has a
sreat feel for camp and
plays Norwa like Victoria: a
woman playing a man prr«
tending 0 be o woman. In
sssunae. shescems o be im-
iatiug o drag queen i her
heighwned and hilarions
perfermance.

Bui shie and Vygi exem-
plily the v«. msical subver-
sion that ANActoric ex-
cals at. L‘lu‘matnly, the
show is a frothy spectucle

‘that dossn't iake itself wo

seriously and is all the .
more fun for il
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ABOUT THE EDINBURGH FRINGE FESTIVAL

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe is the largest arts festival in the world, attracting an average of
1.9 million visitors every year. It takes place every August for three weeks in Scotland’s
capital city. Every year thousands of performers take to a multitude of stages all over
Edinburgh to present shows for every taste. From big names in the world of entertainment to
unknown artists looking to build their careers, the festival caters for everyone and includes
theatre, comedy, dance, physical theatre, musicals, operas, music, exhibitions and events.

The Edinburgh Fringe Festival story dates back to 1947, when eight theatre groups turned up
uninvited to perform at the (then newly formed) Edinburgh International Festival, an initiative
created to celebrate and enrich European cultural life in the wake of the Second World War.
Not being part of the official programme of the International festival did not stop these
performers — they just went ahead and staged their shows anyway. Year on year more and
more performers followed their example and in 1959 the Festival Fringe Society was created
in response to the success of this growing trend.

ABOUT 360 PRODUCTIONS

At 360, we recognize your need for constant innovation, customized concepts, powerful
communication and integrated solutions. We are your one-stop shop for all your creative
needs. Most of all, we do this all with passion, integrity, dedication, a healthy dose of
humor and a big smile. This is the essence, philosophy and winning formula of 360.

Formed in the USA under the banner of J Phillips Creative Management, we are an
internationally recognized company that provides artistic expertise to major Hollywood
studios, production houses and independent film companies. We also provide creative
consultancy and lend our talents to “live” stage shows at renowned entertainment centers.
Our expansion into Asia marks our commitment to continued excellence. We curate;
debate and innovate so we can constantly produce sophisticated, provocative and
relevant solutions that will appeal to all sensibilities, occasions and budgets.

360 promises to deliver. No divas and no attitudes. Just our commitment to great service with
a smile and innovative solutions that go the extra mile.

After all, at 360, we believe what goes around comes around.



Thank you for your time. We look forward to your generous support of
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For more details or enquiries, please contact

Dr Loretta Chen at 9118 8745 or email loretta@loretta-chen.com
or Jennifer Phillips at 9626 5942 or email Jennkicks@aol.com



