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Demystifying
Entrepreneurship
It's a way of life!

A Stroke of ‘Madness’
MNominated MP Dr Tan Sze Wee
on doing business and more...

Hats Off!

Turn heads with eye-catching caps

Bad, She’s Good!

PFace with "villain' Yvonne Lim
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o Bad

In the recent drama serial Fortrait of
Home, Yvonneg Lim's portrayal of the delesiable
Fyn (a mutant ol Glenn Close in Falal Alfraclion)
is so compelling that her fnends sent her "hale”
texl massacges!

“I would receive SMS-as from my friends
who lold me they hated me. | gol so worried |
called them, only to have them tell me that if 15
Fyn thay detest!

It sure looks like this sweet young thing
can also rulfle a few leathers, In fact, she is
glated when | tell her that even veleran aclress
Xiang Yun commendad her acting, “Fyn is a very
difficult role but Yvonne ook it on and played i
vary wall. You really want to hate this woman
For an aciress 1o take on such a challenging
role with so much guslo, it 15 a clear signal that
Yvonne has really come into her own.”

Without a doubt, Fyn 18 a ground-
breaking role for Yvonne as she now has, for the
first time, people on the sireet coming up (o tall
her that she is so bad, she is good!

“It is a real challenge and nsk playing
Fyn as | could not decide if | wanted o be
a successlul aclress or a lkeable artiste. A
successiul aclress mean! thal you must play
vour character to such a despicable extent that
VOour viewers hate you .., but a ikeable artiste had
lo play the sweel innocent thing in order 1o get
your lans 1o ke you!”

Thankfully, Singaporean audignces
are very discerning. They know that Fyn is not
Yvonne, And it is commenis like thesa that really
make Yvonne s day and inspire her 10 Work even

harder!

The $2 Meal That Made
a Big Deal

Like maost celebriies, Yvonne chanced
upon her luminous career in the media. As a
frash-faced parl-ime model, Yvonne's gamine
features and phologenic appeal was noted by
many ol her siyvlist and hairdresser Ingnds, In
fact, she was 1sl runner-up in tha Miss Singapore
Polytechnic Pageanl and a finalisl in the Go
Cover Girl conlest.

They encouraged her o lake parl in
the now delunct Star Search contest, However,
being shy and introverted, Yvonne declined bul
eventually submilted her application after seeing
harself on a MacDonald's ad. She laughingly
recalls, “In my first ever TV commercial, | played
the McDonald's girl that served the 32 McChickan

She’s(@lee 8l

Face2Face with ‘villain’ Yvonne Lim

meal. | saw mysell on TV and though!, ‘Hey
maybea | am telaganic alter alll”

With that affirmation, Yvonne sent in her
application and made her debut in Star Search
1997. Whilst Yvonne only managed a finalist
placing, her good looks and credible acting ability
appealed to the masses and she was cast as the

lead in the serial Sfarting Point

Reel versus Real:
Starting Point

Ironically, the serial was a starting point
for Yvonne. The hghi-hearied drama cemented
Ywonne's credibility as a young star in the
making. Fans and pundits allke saw her as the
next big thing” and billed her as the succassor
to MediaCorps evergreen darling Fann vWong
Undaunted by the pressurgs of a burgeoning
career, Yvonne aims to hone her acting craft and
resolves 10 make every day and every experience
a laarning journay.

“Starting Point was such a good training
qround for me. The direclor, cast, cameramen
and crew were all very understanding with
us newbies and gave us good adwice. The
production schedule was very light and | barely
caught forty winks, but | kept lelling mysell that |
had 1o focus on producing an and product that |
would be proud of!”

Life 1s No Smooth
Operator — But Enjoy
the Ride!

In the demanding showbiz industry, the
ability to sniff out an opportunity 15 vilal 1o one's
suraval. ODne musl dare to take up a challenge
and face the unknown, like what Ywvonne did

*When | graduated from Singapore
Paolytechnic, | wanied to continue 1o study in
University of Bath or Glasgow University. However,
slar Search happened and the naxt thing | knew, |

was asked to join the then Television Corporation
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ol Singapore (TCS), The dacision
was hard to make, bul | knew thal
| only had this one chance and |
had to take it and make it work!”
Sounds every inch the '
gntrepranaur. | venlure (o Query i I|
Yvonne sees hersell as one who Ill
gpitomisas the “can-do” spint
"Entreprenaurship 15
essentially 50 per cent rnisk-taking
and 50 per cenl hard work, Il you lake
the risk, then you musl maka the risk
pay off by working very hard. Based
on this definition, you can say | am
an entreprenaur. That is the attitlude | |
iake 1o everything that | do.” |

Maiden Voyage to |
China |

Frophetic. In end-2003, |
Yvonne was faced with a dilemma. |
she was given a chance 1o turther |
her career in China and was hard- |

pressed o make a decision |
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C A successtul actress
meant that you must play
your character to such

a despicable extent that
your viewers hate you...

"1IZZ'!1'I[ZI|||'IZ_J as it was to branch oul 1o
China, it also meant that | would not be in touch
with my local fan base and this could lead to a
dechine in my popularty. However, | plucked up the
COurag veniure abroad 10 try oul something
new. And guass what? It all paid off! Not only did
| mature as a person and as an actress through
my interactions with the Chinese, | was also
|ZI|I'Z'-ZIHiI-f1||'§.-' surpnsed o be nominated as lop 10
Most Popular Artiste thal year when | was not in
singapore!”

Undoubledly, her experience in China
made her sironger and more independent. "Baing

¥ from home meanl you are completely

responsible for your actions. In addition, | also

saw mysell as being on a 'scholarship’ = | fell that
ywad il to the company and to my family and

supporters 1o work hard and not et them down

T
[ Just Want to be Happy
b lalking to Yvonne 15 ike — for lack :|| i
better phrase = talking 1o an old friend. [Yvonne
and yours truly were good Inends throughout our
L.onvent days and have remainad
s for over a decada. )

Our  friendship  notwithstanding, her
girlish charm is evident and infectious. On the
day of the photo shool, Yvonne came down
with a nasty bout of flu but persisted like a rue
prolessicnal. Despite her allment, she came into
the room exuding simple clagance and sporting
a spunky attitude to the day ahead

One could not help but think that Yvonne
must be the consummaté convent { rl ar
excellence, giving the CHIJ molto “Simple In
Virtue, Steadiast in Duty” a whole new

Finally, trom one convenlt girl 1o anather,
| ask her, “What would vou say il yvou had a
chance o meat God?

Wow! | will want to say so many things!
| will ask Him to first stop all the wars, reslora
peace, eradicale poverty and make the world a
batler place, And then | will start asking all the
Wy queshions = wWhy did you make my e his
way, why didn't you make me ncher and my
life easier? And can you please grant me morg
wishes... because human beings are all greedy,
nghty (Enns) Bul senously, when | really do
meet God, | will just ask for one thing = to be
happy.

see | told you. Beyond all the glamour
and ghtz, Yvonne 15 really your typical girl-nexl-
door — simple in virlue, steadfast in duly. Venus

in blue jeans. s




